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This year will mark the
35 th Anniversary of
Lexington’s St. Patrick’s
Day Parade, which will be
accompanied by an Irish
Festival that will extend
the celebration throughout
the day. Festivities will
include youth activities as
well as continual Irish entertainment with dancers,
pipers, musicians and
much more. Products from
Ireland and Irish food will
also be available. The Festival will begin at 11:00
a.m. and will continue until 7:00 p.m. The Parade
will take place at 1:00
p.m. on Main Street from
Midland to Mill Street.

D

ear Neighbor,
While the recent thaw has allowed
for some warmth, heat is being felt by our
local leaders to manage a difficult situation
in which a Lexington police officer has allegedly used force in a manner that has
raised concerns. So that you are up to date,
and because many in the 5th District have
chicken coops they peacefully protect, I
wanted to relay information from both the
Mayor’s Office and the Division of Police.
Below is the message the Mayor’s Office is
currently sending out.
The online petition is up to 1,200 this
morning. We are still doing a measured response to people who have specifically emailed or sent a message to Mayor Gray.
Gray said, “The reports from this case
have both angered and saddened many of
our citizens. Every police officer I know
believes an officer should never use a firearm except in cases of emergency, for selfdefense, or to protect citizens. Scott County
has said it plans to file criminal charges and
our police chief is reviewing the case.
These investigations will determine next
steps.”
Chief Ronnie Bastin has made the following statement: “Thank you for taking
the time to share your thoughts and con-

cerns with the Division of Police. We
value our relationship with the public and
our community partners, and wanted to
take the time to let you know that your
correspondence to us has been read, noted
and retained for future use. Your comments, and those from other citizens, will
be taken into account as we move forward.”
Furthermore, “Chief Bastin would also
like you to know that he has initiated an
internal inquiry into this matter and will
follow through diligently in the fact finding process. This review process prevents
the Division from making further comment on the matter as we move forward.
We thank you in advance for your cooperation and understanding as we complete
that process.”
On a lighter note, my family and I will
enjoy the St. Patrick’s Day Parade tomorrow as well as many of the very green festivities going on downtown! If you can,
please join us and all of Lexington as we
celebrate the Bluegrass and green beer all
right here! Here’s to you!
My best,
Bill

Paving Work Will Finish Off Chinoe Road on Monday

T

he Division of Water Quality would like to thank you
for your patience as or if you have navigated the 400
block of Chinoe Road during its closure this week. It was
expected that work would be complete today; however,
Leak Eliminators will not repave the area until Monday.
On the heels of their work will be Columbia Gas. That
work is to take place in the utility strip and not so much in
the roadway, so traffic interruption will not be as signifi- Work to repair the city’s lateral
cant. Columbia Gas will be replacing older lines with
pipes is almost finished on
Chinoe Road.
newer materials. When more information about that project
becomes available, you’ll read it here.
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Pothole and Leaf Collection A Big Hit In February

I

n the 20 working days of the month of February, LexCall
answered 18,120 calls and initiated 6,664 service requests.
Additionally, LexCall answered 201 calls for the Council
Office and 235 calls for the Mayor’s Office. This month, LexCall received 74 iPhone/Android e-mails that were entered
into the LexCall program as service requests.
The number one service request was pothole repair with
585 requests reported. Please keep those requests coming!
The divisions that generated the most service requests for
the month were as follows:
◦
◦
◦
◦
◦

Waste Management: 4,209
Streets & Roads: 1,317
Water Quality: 520
Code Enforcement: 274
Traffic Engineering: 119

Interesting—and not surprising—to note is that out of 550
leaf collection calls, 170 came from the 5th District. Calls
from previous years break down as follows:
◦
◦
◦

10/01/2011 to 02/28/2012: 97
10/01/2012 to 02/28/2013: 425
10/01/2013 to 02/28/2014: 550

The 61 green dots indicate the number of
potholes called in to LexCall in
February alone.

This past year’s leaf collection is currently a hot topic, and your input is valuable. Click here to submit
your feedback. Our thanks to Pat Tatum and her staff at LexCall for the service they provide to the
community. Call 311 or (859) 425-2255 if you need to report a community concern.

Kenwick Plans for Growth

T

he Kenwick Neighborhood is getting
ready to start up the Kenwick Victory
Community Garden for the year. Please help
them make it better by taking their short
survey. At the next general Kenwick
Neighborhood meeting on Tuesday, March
25th at 7:00 p.m. they will be discussing the
garden, the results of this survey and what
they want to plan for this year. This meeting
will take place at the Kenwick Center at 313
Owsley Avenue.

Scholarship Dollars Available If
You Want to Teach

C

ommunity Action Council is pleased to offer the Bill
Ferzacca Education Scholarship opportunity to eligible
applicants interested in pursuing a career in early childhood
education. The scholarship was created by Mr. Ferzacca, a
lifelong educator, to support his passion for Head Start child
development programs and other efforts led largely by community action agencies. He is deeply committed to ensuring
there is an adequate supply of highly educated and passionate
early childhood educators in Central Kentucky.
The two winners of this year’s award will each receive a
$2,500 scholarship and be recognized on stage at LexEndPoverty on September 27th at the Lyric Theatre & Cultural Arts
Center. LexEndPoverty is an event to support Community
Action Council featuring a keynote address by Dr. Cornel
West. More information about that event is available at
www.lexendpoverty.org. Tickets to that event are on sale now
through the website and at the Lyric Theater box office.
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Gem of the District

This Gem Is Not To Be Taken for “Granted”

T

his week’s Gem of the District is one of the
Lexington-Fayette Urban County’s own. With a
vested interest in the environment, Susan Plueger has
been responsible for implementing programs that have
improved the quality of Lexington’s creeks and waterways. This week, we sat down with Susan and asked
her what keeps her feelin’ the flow. This is what she
had to say.
Q. First of all, tell us who you are and what you do.
A. My name is Susan Plueger, and I am a former senior
municipal engineer in the Division of Water Quality. I
am the new Director of the Division of Environmental
Policy, replacing Susan Bush, who retired in September.
As a professional engineer, I have 25 years of experience in water resources and environmental protection. I
began my career with the consulting firm CH2M Hill,
first in Bellevue, Washington and then in Charlotte,
North Carolina. I then moved to the public sector with
Charlotte Storm Water Services serving in project and
program management roles.
I was born and raised in Lexington and graduated
from Henry Clay High School. I received my Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in Agricultural Engineering
from the University of Kentucky. I am married to my
outdoorsman husband Jeff and we have an energetic 5year-old son. I enjoy gardening, playing the banjo and
guitar, singing in church and camping.
Q. You have recently taken on the position of Director
of Environmental Policy. Tell us what you hope to accomplish in that role.
A. I plan to build on Susan Bush’s leadership. Assisting
with holistic approaches to natural resource management across multiple divisions will be a focus. I also
want to expand the use of public/private partnerships
that improve our environment and build relationships.
Q. The Division of Environmental Policy, along with
many other government entities, often offers matching
grants
to
neighborhoods
for improvement projects.
Writing a grant
can often seem
a
daunting
task.
What
would you say
to encourage
neighborhoods
Susan and her family have a vested interest
to dip their
in the environment, as they seek to enjoy it
toes in the
on frequent outdoor excursions.

grant-writing
process?
A. Well the first
thing I would say
is that
many
neighborhoods
have taken the
“plunge”
with
great
results.
Grants are a great
example of public/ Susan Plueger is well experienced with
private partner- water quality issues, which is ath boon for
the 5 District.
ships that work.
No one knows the
needs of a neighborhood better than the residents themselves. Grants give our citizens the opportunity to develop and fund projects needed by their neighborhood.
They also help people get better connected with those
of us who work in local government, as we all must
work together to improve our environment and quality
of life. I would encourage anyone interested to check
out the Division of Environmental Policy’s webpage on
www.livegreenlexington.com where we have a link to
our environmental grants. We have detailed information about prior grants as well as application documents. The grant programs cover different types of projects and have their own schedules. If you have questions, our staff is ready to assist you. Feel free to call
(859) 425-2800 for more information.
Q. If you had your druthers, what would be the number
one thing you would encourage the public to stop doing
to the environment?
A. That’s an interesting question. I think I would encourage people to stop taking it for granted. A clean
and healthy environment occurs where people understand why it is important, take personal responsibility
for their own actions, and work to make a difference in
their community. One thing I really don’t like is litter,
and this time of year it is highly visible. We are focusing on the litter issue this year in Environmental Policy
and have several initiatives ongoing and new ones in
the works, so stay tuned for that.
Q. Do you have any questions or concerns for the 5th
District or for Lexington as a whole?
A. As a child, I actually grew up in the 5th District back
in the 1970s. I left Lexington in 1990 and returned in
2009. Now, I often find myself reconnecting with old
friends and acquaintances as part of my work. I
welcome the opportunity to get back to the 5th District
to talk about what we do in Environmental Policy and
how we can partner together.
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The 5th District
Newsletter is distributed via e-mail to
any Lexington resident. I encourage
leaders of the 31 active neighborhood
associations in the 5th
District to provide
input for the newsletter and to distribute
the newsletter to
their members. Anyone wishing to receive the newsletter
may contact the 5th
District Council office via e-mail at
bfarmer@lexingtonk
y.gov. If you wish to
unsubscribe to the
newsletter, e-mail
jgies@lexingtonky.g
ov.
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Best of the Bluegrass Returns With No Shy Anticipation

F

resh from a successful first year, Best of Bluegrass week event
organizers LAMA and a number of local partners announced
an impressive list of award-winning performers for “BOB” during
the week-long festival set for June 9th through the 14th in Lexington.
Beginning Monday, June 9th with WoodSongs Old-Time Radio
Hour and continuing through the Festival of the Bluegrass at the
Kentucky Horse Park, BOB will present a number of free and ticketed events, including IBMA award winners The Gibson Brothers,
Steep Canyon Rangers, Dale Ann Bradley, Claire Lynch.
LAMA’s Tom Martin commented, “We will be hosting a number of free concerts downtown during BOB that precede as well as compliment the Festival of the Bluegrass at the
Horse Park—with nationally known artists every night.” Local venues for the performances
will include the Lyric Theatre, Natasha’s, Willie’s Locally Known, Pauley’s Toasted Barrel,
Parlay Social and Red Barn Radio at LexArts. In addition, live performances will be scattered
around downtown outdoors during lunch and early evening hours.
Kentucky Eagle Beer, Highbridge Spring Water, Cornett and LFUCG Council Members
helped underwrite the talent costs for the event. BOB is being promoted more aggressively on
a regional basis thanks to VisitLex. Jim Browder of VisitLex reported that both press outreach
and advertising support was given to BOB after it proved itself in 2013. “There’s no question
that this event can help attract regional music lovers to our city,” said Browder. “BOB is a
great way to position Lexington as a destination to the growing legion of Bluegrass fans.” The
anchor for BOB remains the venerable Festival of the Bluegrass, celebrating its 41st year of
performances.
For more information, contact Kip Cornett at (859) 281-7878) or visit bluegrasslex.com. If
you are interested in volunteering to be a live street performer during Best of Bluegrass week
please e-mail Volunteer@bluegrasslex.com.

